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m whom she placed all her confidence, was a fervent Catholic,
and from her, whilst she was still in Scotland, she had learned
to value the doctrines and principles of the Church of Rome
She did not indeed make open profession of her faith, She
still accompanied her husband to the services of the Church of
England, and listened with all outward show of reverence to
the sermons which were preached in the Chapel Royal. But
she never could now be induced to partake of the communion
at the hands of a Protestant minister, and those who were
admitted to her privacy in Denmark House1 knew well that, as
often as she thought she could escape observation, the Queen of
England was in the habit of repairing to a garret, for the pur-
pose of hearing mass from the lips of a Catholic priest, who was
smuggled in for the purpose.2

Ready as the Queen was to do everything in her powei to
help forward the conversion of her son and his marriage witi\
The Earl of a Spanish princess, her assistance would be of far
Somerset. ]ess vaiue than that of Somerset. It is not likely
that Somerset cared much whether his future queen was to
be a daughter of the King of Spain or a sister of the King of
France. But his insolent demeanour had involved him in a
quarrel with Lennox and Hay, the consistent advocates of the
French alliance, and under Northampton's influence he had
suddenly become a warm advocate of the marriage with a
daughter of the Duke of Savoy, which had been adopted by
the partizans of Spain, as soon as they saw that an apparently
insuperable obstacle had been raised in the way of the match
with the Infanta, by Philip's declaration that it was impossible
for him to give a Spanish princess to a Protestant.

1614.          At the time of Somerset's marriage, Sarmiento fol-

Cottington's  }owed the fashion, and presented both the bride and

visit to                                                   '            L

Sarmiento.    the bridegroom with a wedding present    But no pe-
culiar intimacy had as yet sprung up between them, and indeed,

1 This was the name given to Somerset House during her residence there*
- Sarmiento to Philip III., ^"gt" ^, 1613.     Minutes of Sarmiento's

Despatches, June ?2 ^ ^ ***** 1614.    Simancas MSS.   2590, fol. 6,
2518, fol. I.
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